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J. Henry Eliasen, interview

“ The rescue of Helmer Aakvik and the field When the Eliasen brothers came to Hovland in the
rescue of Carl Hammer was probably the most | | late 1800’s there were no facilities for boatsaod.
intense episode we had...” Ray Nagy In the early 1900's “my father, Uncle John and ldrjc

_ Emil and Little Carlson got together and they ac-
November 28 marked the S@nniversary of the | | quired this acre of land to build the dock”. Evergo
daring rescue attempt of a lost fisherman, Carl | ||qughed at them in the community, thought it was

Hammer, by Helmer Aakvik, a Hovland resident| | iy joke that they were ‘gonna have big ships cém
and commercial fisherman. Ray Nagy, a former a]nd land at that dock!
fu )

member of the Coast Guard, was on call that fate
day and shared his experience in a recent intervig

D D

"hey built it in the wintertime, building the doik

cribs on the ice. They held the logs down andtbui
the one crib, the inside crib, sawed off the icé an
built the crib. They got the rocks from the shoneso
sled and hauled ‘em over and filled that crib. Then
they made one farther out, and so on. The preser
dock was built that way except the outside cribt th
was put in later.

—

Above” Ray Nagy with mask, Harold Shaw and Frank
Hill. Ray Nagy began his first assignment in Grandl
Marais with the North Superior Group in April of
1957. That winter the Coast Guard reorganized
posts, leaving fewer personnel available along the
North Shore. continued on page 5

—
U7

Photo of the Hovland Dock with the “new” warehogd®72.
Eugene Lacey photograph

Pages 2,3 MEMBERSHIP J. Henry recalls working on the dock as a youngste
as his father took care of boats that arrived et th
Pages 3 JHP SCHEDULE dock. He recalled the small handcarts that werd uge

to ferry everything that needed to go on and aéf th

Page 4 SHINGIBBIS boats. It was hard work unloading oats and haytfef
horses in the logging camps “we used to love to gp

Page 6 BOOK SALE . o . .

9 down there and help him with it because it built ou

Page 7 OUR THANKS muscles up!”continued on page 5
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We invite you to join or contribute to maintain and support our
museum, our ongoing projects. If you are interested in sup-

porting our work, please join in a category below:

__ $10.00
__ $15.00
_ $25.00
__ $50.00
__$100.00

Single Annual Membership
Dual Annual Membership
Supporting Membership
Commercial Membership

Patron

Please clip and return this form along with your check to:
Cook County Historical Society, P.O. Box 1293
Grand Marais, Minnesota 55604

Name: -

Address

City, State
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Openin Last Day Exhibit

Nov 21 2008 (| Jan 4, 2009 | GRAND MARAIS ART COLONY, SPECIAL EXHIBIT

March 20 May 3 JOHN PEYTON, HAWK RIDGE ART OF DULUTH

May 8 June 21 HOVLAND ARTISTS GROUP

June 26 July 26 NORTHWOODS FIBER GUILD
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Please come and enjoy the exhibits dt |
the JHP! And, should you like to volun-:
teer your time we are in need of inter{ 1
ested people! You will enjoy a large | |
variety of individuals and participate in 1 [ #
a most worthwhile endeavor. Give us|al
calll : $$$S$ %&" " ( >+
1 $$$$$ %, " ( )t
Shhoxving nlow is'\i varier(lj exhibit 1‘rom_I : TEESS % " ¢
the Art Colony. More photos are avail- 1 o
able on the back cover of this issue. : SIS %/
Most items are available for sale and | j $$$$$ %&.""
would make wonderful, local, holiday : $$$$$ %/ " 0
ifts!
gifts! 1
1. *
2 34,
5 .6'7",.

seasons greetings




One of the very earliest individuals recorded ik@ounty history might be an Ojibwe named Shinlygob
born 1825 just across the border in Canada. SHiigyikas related to Blackstone a prominent Canddidian
Chief. The following comes from his obituary, pgdtin May, 1907. He was buried at the Chippewa Rityal
ground.

Samuel Howenstine is noted to have arrived in GMathis in 1853, before the Treaty of LaPointe #ibtwed
settlement. It was not unusual for prospectorstieeaearly in hopes of obtaining a mineral claBmingibbis
worked with Mr. Howenstine, more than likely in tlactivity. “For 11 days Shingibbis and Mr. Howeanst
walked along the Mesaba ranges in those early twaysrmillion Lake where there was a post, andidisethreg
days they were without food until just a few hobesore reaching the lake they found a martin wiiat
starved to death in a trap, the meat to them tstiveet
indeed.”

Shingibbis married twice. The first was to a woman
named “Margaret”, the daughter of Kenoshewaboo. At
the time of the marriage Shingibbis was living ‘the
hill near the burying ground with other Indians”alda-
ret was buried in this old burial ground. One kndvan-
ial ground from this period would be on the sitetloe
grounds of the Birch Terrace. The burial groun8tat
Francis Xavier was not used until the very late(I80
when the church was built and the cemetery lanéizoh

Two children were born of this marriage; Blue Skya
Jim O. Gesick, according to the obituary, livingddy.

Both Blue Sky and Jim Gesicigmif
figure prominently in Cook 1
County history, especially in
the Lutsen area.

Long a widower, Shingibbis |
married again, the second |
widow of the father of John
Beargrease of Beaver Bay, B!
who had had three wives. Thél !
second wife of Shingibbis sur
vived him. His son, Blue Sky,
born c1858, died in 1908 in Grand Marais leavingfa and 2 children.

Photos above right, Shingibbis with wigwam. To ldfe 1913 Mrs. Blue Sky and Mr?
Shingibbis (2nd?). To the right Mrs. Shingibbis @9All photographs are believed t
be by Kirby Jones.

The Historical Society has received two gramits.first from the Cook County Community Fund}is
a cooperative venture with Eli Hil's Woodworkingass. They will be working at the Museum buildingeaw
display area and a closet for storing books fag.SHhe second grant from the Arrowhead Electriosibhdup”
program will be a venture with Jane Gelner’s gramligplay class and will create 10 posters depdfire his-
tory of Cook County. These posters will be insthlile the new addition.

And, remember that “piece of furniture™? What wi&s Hundreds guessed---and about 25 knew its esact-a
humidor! The winner was drawn at the Annual DinBet 15", Jamie Ryan of Roseville has received an aujo-
graphed copy of Bill Raff's PIONEERS IN THE WILDERE$S.




THE HOVLAND DOCK, continued from page 1

The Pigeon River Lumber Company built a storagéding in
exchange for the free docking they got using thekdim addition
to this old warehouse there was a horse barn foutadight
teams—a long low log barn. In the wintertime tloedes were
used for heavy toting. The horses came from Chippealls, or
Wisconsin Rapids as that is where the Pigeon Riuerber
Company was
incorporated.

Left. Dock in

€1912 showing

old warehouse
to the right.
Bundles are
moose to be
shipped.

“The town

decided they

wanted the
dock so in 1925 the town acquired the dock in camtion pro-
ceedings...after the town got the dock they spenesmimney on
it and they put a layer of concrete on the top @idda little im-
provement but not much to the cribbing becausetits were
very, very substantial’. The town also built thevnearehouse a
the end of the dock, right over the dock. The oitelouse built
by the Pigeon River Lumber Company had been didadnOn
top of the concrete they put a little railroad kadowever the
logging period was over and it was really neveiduse

NORTH SUPERIOR GROUP, continued from page 1

“It was November of '58. We had already been downewti The
fact is, we were closing the station for the wiriteFheir 30-foot
patrol boat and the 36-foot life boat had alreadlgrbstored awa
in the Guard'’s boathouse, while their 20-foot surét had been
decommissioned.

“The people from Hovland called on the telephone said there
was a fisherman hanging onto his nets and needéstarxce.
Chief Thorogood dispatched the truck with the 16tfmoat and
the outboard motor and three men. The people tfputand
were disappointed with that response because tceed the
surf boat to show up.”

Once the Coast Guard learned there were actuadlyrien adrift,
a new plan was needed. “Fact is, we had the bedteut of the
boat. And they're quite huge. We had to reinstadith before
Chief Thorogood and myself could leave on that fiight.” The
men launched the 36-foot wooden, gas-engine lig Bt86493
and started their journey from Grand Marais.

t
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“The storm had intensified and we had lake, weeckil
lake steam. The fog was three feet above the sudhc
the water. It was a life boat so it was pretty dafgo out
in a storm.”

Although the boat was safe, it could only reacbp t
speed of eight-to-nine knots. “After about two foand
some minutes, we started our patrol. We laid out a
search, a ladder search we called it.” The boatheah-
vas top and a narrow cat walk between the fronincab
and the steering compartment where the Chief wias d
ing the boat. “I'd run the cat walk back and fothturn
on the radio, to get the life jackets...by the timeent
back for the fourth trip the hatch was so frozeargpl
couldn’t getinit. So the radio was locked on wiva
called the hailing station..”

Over time, ice heavily coated the boat. The compass
froze and navigation was nearly impossible. “Tlaves
were up to 20 foot high. We’'d get caught in thaigio of
a wave and almost rolled over one time. And, weewer
both pretty exhausted. We'd been out for probabtpat
point, six-seven hours.” Later, an ice cutter, \h@od-
rush, provided assistance, including alcohol to thaw tf
compass. But still without navigation lights, thedurn
trip to Grand Marais was hazardous. “Chief Thoraboc
was just navigating by the compass and run timed. a
we were listing quite heavily...when the crew opknae
of the hatches two of the water tight compartmerdse
filled with water.... So, we were kind of lucky weade it
back.”

“The first day we didn’t recover anybody. We didsee
Aakvik, we didn’t see Hammer.”

The crew was better equipped on the second déyeof
search. “They melted all the ice off, refueled bioat,
and installed new gaskets on the man hole so itdm¢u
be taking on any more water. About midday Johnrstu
sighted [what] looked like half a man out thereabthe
lake. All you could see was his shoulders and wqvab
the lake fog. And, it was Helmer Aakvik.” It wastribe
Crawford or the Woodrush that found Helmer, bubeat
the 36 footer out of North Superior Station

Carl Hammer was never found. A few years later, the
Coast Guard sent the “fastest boat on the lak#igo
Grand Marais station — a 40-foot, steel-hulledntdie-
sel that could reach 25 knots.

Ray served four years in the Coast Guard, returthiag
next summer to North Superior Station. He marded
local girl and continues to spend his summers an@r

Marais.
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“We spent our first honeymoon at Toftey’s Cabin @amGrand Marais and went back for a
second honeymoon. We always spent time with thesBarDevil's Track. Bud suggested we
should find employment to see what was for salenétded a bookkeeper and a lumber
scaler so he hired Sandy for that and myself agpaaok. | had cooked for threshers in lowa
but not every day but decided I'd try it as a cémk27 lumberjacks.

It was primitive but | was able to handle its ragdtaits. Cracks in the living quarters, snow
would drift in and leave a little drift. Howeverety built a new cookhouse, which was great.
A wood cook stove that had a broken oven door +afgtopped a chair to hold it shut....”
You will want to read the rest! Reba adds herpesincluding Sour Dough Starter for
pancakes, and Limpa Rye!
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The museum has a new computer, thanks to the®
of volunteer Nancy Dalbec. Nancy has put in many
volunteer hours at¥1& 2" a new thrift shop where
the “profits” go to designated non-profits. The Mu-
seum received $700. as the result of Nancy's effor
resulting in the new computer named, appropriatel
“Nancy”! The com-
puter has been
needed to utilize the
museum software,
Past Perfect.

Jeremy Lopez, mu-
seum assistant, pic-
tured here with
“Nancy” has been
able to network both our newer computers making
work of the museum far more efficient. An older ed
puter is being dedicated to public use. Those-inter
ested in searching their families will have acdess
census records, cemetery records, obituaries, mar
oral histories, and other data bases includingtgaho
graphs. This computer will be available duringueg
lar museum hours as of spring 2009.

The new addition has another external coat of pain
thanks to 12 volunteers who worked one beautifyl
in mid September. Thanks to Dick Gilbertson, Way
Anderson, Bob Pratt, Lou Terrizzi, Mildred Thores
Mike Carlson, Jeremy Lopez, Ann Ward, Nancy D
bec, Leonard Sobanja, Carol and Rudy Dufka. Yoy
guys are the greatest!!

Has donated lumber to install shelving in the néw
fice. The office is now MUCH larger since we can

“put away” things! Many thanks also go to Lou Ter}

rizzi, long time volunteer, who has made the shel\
ing! Lou also will be working with the woodworking
class to build additional storage and display ardhe
Museum.
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involv-
ing K-5"is being upgraded to power point and |s
expected to be extended|to
Great Expectations Schaol
in Grand Marais. The
Cook County Historical
Society annually provideg
funds for two trips to augt
ment the program.
Recently the ' grade un-
der Lorelei Livingston angd
Randy Davis visited the
Tofte Commercial Fishing
Museum and Cascade
where they saw evidence
of the work of the CCC
camps. Abby Prom, Wellesley Howard-Larson
and Connor Frank , pictured here, then talked
about their experiences on WTIP. Good job!
III
Over 100 members and friends of the Cook
County Historical Society enjoyed a delightful
evening at the Birch Terrace Oct 15th. The guepst
speaker, Cathy Wurzer of Minnesota Public Rafio,
was no stranger to any. Nevertheless, she had the
opportunity to meet for the first time a long time|
acquaintance, Don Davison, who has sent her the
daily weather report for a number of years! Cathy
talked from her new book, TALES OF THE
ROAD, released that day. Cathy autographed dop-
ies, as shown below




SOME GLIMPSES OF THE ART COLONY EXHIBIT NOW AT
THE JOHNSON HERITAGE POST....
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