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COUNTY NURSING, 1938  
 

Cook County was chosen by the U.S. Public 

Health Service in 1938 to participate in a demon-

stration project.  The Federal Childrenôs Bureau 

was interested in the maternal and child health 

and created 86 projects in 47 states. Cook 

County was the only Minnesota county chosen 

for the project.  At the time it was also the only 

rural area in Minnesota that included nursing 

attendants at home deliveries. Marion Curtis was 

assigned to Cook County. This is from her re-

port.  

The nursing service envisioned by the govern-

ment would include nursing attendants at home 

deliveries and periodic health visits to infants. In 

the MJ. Humphrey photo above, Ms. Curtis is  
CONTINUED ON PAGE  5 
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  GALES OF NOVEMBER , 
January, February, Marché. 

 
The storm in early June 2008 has been called the ñ100 

year stormò, referring more than likely, to the terrible  

1905 storm. But, do they come more frequently? 

Thinking only of the years that end with ñ8ò, consider 

the storms of 1938 and 1958.     

 

New Yearôs eve, 1937 into New Yearôs Day 1938 saw 

a major northeaster that flooded the streets of Grand 

Marais. Heavy swells came over the east shore creat-

ing an ñenormous river (that) flowed in east of the 

Bally blacksmith shop from there it fed into the main 

streets as well as into all adjacent places of businessé

Several stores reported 4 feet of water in the base-

mentsò.  Captain Holdren and his coast guard crew 

rescued several families who lived near the east bay-

shore including Mrs. Bjerklund,  below. Damage was 

estimated at $35,000.  

Just a few days later, January 1938, a north gale with 

winds reaching 50 to 60 miles an hour, threatened 

downtown Grand Marais. The People Supply Com-

pany Store warehouse roof tore from its base tossing 

it end over end down Wisconsin Street barely missing 

Ed Tofteyôs grocery store. Homes and buildings were 

badly damaged; a Croftville cabin owned by John 

Ronning was hurled 150 feet from its foundation  

aacross the Croftville Road.   Continued on page 5  
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COOK COUNTY  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  
We invite you to join or contribute to maintain and support our 

museum, our ongoing projects.  If you are interested in sup-

porting our work, please join in a category below: 

_____$10.00 Single Annual Membership 

_____$15.00 Dual Annual Membership 

_____$25.00 Supporting Membership 

_____$50.00 Commercial Membership 

_____$100.00 Patron 

Please clip and return this form along with your check to: 

Cook County Historical Society, P.O. Box 1293 

Grand Marais, Minnesota  55604 

Name:_____________________________- 

Address ____________________________ 

City, State   __________________________ 

 

 

 

    PRESIDENTôS REPORT  
 
Greetings!  
Where has the summer gone? But 

there is so much yet to do! On Sep-
tember 6th the Board of Trustees will 
host a dinner in honor of our volun-

teers. It will be held at 5 pm at the 
JHP and is an event that we have en-

joyed for the last several years. Volun-
teers! We cannot do without you!  
 

And, on October 15th, another cele-
bration; our societyôs 84th annual din-

ner meeting. As our  guest speaker we 
have Cathy Wurzer! Cathy is well 
known to all of us via MPR, and the 

North Shore is well known to her! It is 
hoped that her new book, to be re-

leased that day, will be available at 
the meeting. You will find more infor-
mation on the back cover of this edi-

tion.  Try to join us ðbut do reserve 
early.  

 
We need some help! The new addition 
needs a coat of paint. If a number of 

us give just two hours it will make 
small work for all of us! And, no,  we 

wonôt be working high off the ground! 
So, we are planning our ñpainting 
partyò on the afternoon (1-4 pm) 

Wednesday Sept 10th and Friday Sep-
tember 12th. Can you give us a hand? 

Give us a call at 387 -2883.  
 

And on a very sad note, one of our 
former trustees, Lois Dalbec Pederson 
Sundin,  recently passed away. Lois 

worked long and hard as a trustee and 
was a volunteer for many years at the 

Museum. She will be missed, our 
thoughts go out to her family.  
 

Respectfully,  
Alta McQuatters, President  



Opening Last Day  Exhibit  

September 5 October 5   BYRON BRADLEY   

October 10 November 16 

November 21 January 4   

 SOBANJA AND WOERHEIDE  

ART COLONY POTTERS HOLIDAY EXHIBIT  

Exhibit Opening Receptions are on Friday . Last days are on Sundays.  
The Gallery is closed on Mondays and  between Exhibits.  

JOHNSON HERITAGE  POST ART  GALLERY  

Your memberships are very important to JHP.  
Membership privileges include free admissions, invi-
tations to openings, newsletter mailings, and dis-
counts on book sales.  Wonõt you join today? 

_____ $20.00 Annual Membership (Single) 

_____ $30.00 Annual Membership (Family) 

_____ $50.00 Sustaining Membership 

_____ $100.00 Sponsoring Membership 

_____ $250.00 Patron Membership 

_____ $1000.00 Lifetime Membership 

Please send your membership check to: 

 Johnson Heritage Post 
 115 West Wisconsin Street 
 P.O. Box 35 

       Grand Marais, Minnesota  55604-0035 

NAME  

ADDRESS 

CITY,  

STATE, ZIP  

HELLO FROM THE JHP!  

 
The Johnson Heritage Post has been having 

a busy and exciting  summer.   The current 

exhibt is the work of nationally known    

painter, Brian Stewart.  Following exhibits 

will be Byron Bradley,  Heide Sobanja and 

Krishna Woerheide,  and we will end the 

year with a  special exhibit from the Art 

Colony Instructors and Students.  

 

The energetic and faithful volunteers who 

are keeping  the JHP open  this summer 

are:  Betty O'Brien, Ina Sinkledam, Irene 

Peterson, Betty  Allison, Eileen Thiers, 

Dick Soderlind, Sam Tuthill, Walter 

McCarthy,   Karen Ranum and Honey 

Rosen.  Photo from Stewart exhibit below.  
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COMPLETING THE GAME AND FISH HOUSE, by Joe Brickner  
Published earlier in the Cook County New Herald December 22, 1960.  
 

 

An amazing stroke of luck enabled us to complete our game and fish building at Grand Marais. It seems that 

certain land speculators, seeking to sell land along the Brule (Arrowhead) and Temperance Rivers, had tam-

pered with the headwaters of these rivers, and had blasted deeper channels where the Arrowhead emerges 

from the east end of Brule Lake. The land promoters hoped to convey to gullible prospective purchasers the 

impression that both Brule and Temperance Rivers had a volume of water that would make them likely sites 

of hydroelectric developments. 

 

In the meantime, however, the fish life of Brule Lake might be impaired by the draw down. I reported the af-

fair to Commissioner Gould who relayed  the information to Col. John F. Stewart, the State Hydraulic Engi-

neer. After investigation, Stewart recommended that a rough 

concrete dam be placed in the blasted channel where the river 

emerges from Brule  Lake. His office would requisition the  ce-

ment from the Commission of Administration and Finance, if 

the Game and Fish Department would install the dams. 

 

Commissioner Gould informed me that one hundred sacks of 

cement  would be shipped to Grand Marais. These would be 

transported by game wardens in canoes over seventeen portages 

to the gap at Brule Lake. I assigned Art Johnson and Charley Ott 

to take the initial four sacks out of a lot of forty-eight sacks 

which  had arrived. It appears that Charley and Art made the 

seventeen portages with two one hundred pound sacks of cement. These they placed in the newly blasted 

channel. Photo above, Charlie Ott at a forestry cabin c1934 (Lundeen Collection)  

 

Then, rather than make forty-nine more trips over seventeen portages with the assigned cement, they decided 

that the blown-out channel from Brule Lake could be filled with boulders, wood, and brush. It took them four 

days of hard work to plug the gaps with materials at hand, but they successfully halted the rush of  water out 

of Brule Lake. Returning to Grand Marais, they reported that the mission was accomplished with two sacks 

of cement (they never did tell me what happened to the other two). 

 

That left me with 44 sacks of surplus cement. To ship this back to St. t Paul would entail substantial freight 

charges. A local contractor informed that a complete floor for our game and fish building would require only 

twenty-two sacks but that he and his crew would lay the floor, if the other 22 sacks might be offered as pay-

ment. I agreed. The new game and fish building received its concrete floor. When Commissioner Gould in-

spected our new installation, he  immediately noted the substantial  concrete slab. When he asked me if this 

had come out of my own pocket I told him truthfully that the Commission of Administration and Finance had 

provided the cement. 

 

"Why Joe," he explained, "You know perfectly well that they disapproved this item of the requisition" "They 

thought they did," was my reply. Really, though, our good fortune was due to the native engineering  skills of 

Wardens Art Johnson and Charley Ott, who claimed they were told what to do by a friendly beaver. Also, 

carrying one hundred sacks of cement over seventeen portages of a canoe trail is not the most desirable game war-

den work. 


